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Discount Embroidery 
Blanks ts the perfect fu 1 


Timeless to trendy! Transform the blank and bland to beautiful 
and elegant or to fun and fancy with creative, fine quality blanks 
at amazingly competitive prices. 


You'll love our wide selection, quick shipping, and 
o knowledgeable, personalized customer service. 
DISCOUNT ane 


eit ibe www. DiscountEmbroideryBlanks.com 
2S Toll Free 1-866-210-0072 
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Clothing 





‘Twisted Letters! Monograms for Minis Peek-a-Boo Pajamas A Whisper of Ownership 
Twist, turn and flip letters Baby couture made easy! Personalize footed pajamas. The stamp of elite status — 
to create an interesting border! page 20 page 36 mini monograms. 
page 38 page 56 


Home Decor 





Fantastic Embossing Mega Monograms Monogram Borders Monogramming with Flair! 
Techniques Make a bold statement with these The perfect gift for bridal showers, Start with a monogram and end 
Emboss on terry cloth, leather and pillows! weddings and birthday gifts. with a flourish. 
vinyl for unbelievable results. page 28 page 12 page 48 
page 40 


Crafts 











Cozy Up with Fleece Pie Time Old World Charm for 


Create an embossed initial from the comfort of Deliciously cute, these pie coasters and hot pad Today's Digital World 
your embroidery machine! may outshine your homemade sweets! The perfect gift for today's traveler. 
page 66 page 50 page 58 
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the most innovative 
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aw Entrepreneur ProX 


PRIOSOX 


Just when you think you've reached the limits of creative freedom, think again - the Entrepreneur Pro X 10-needle 
embroidery machine is about to exceed your expectations. 


+ Virtual Design Preview™ to superimpose your + High speed background scanning - 5x faster 


design on fabric without scanning + My Design Center for even more design capabilities 


* InnovEye® 2 Technology, now for optional * Wireless capability with included BES®4 Software 
Cap and Cylinder Frames 


Visit your Authorized Brother Dealer for a test drive today. 


eXplore all details at www.ProXbyBrother.com brother 
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The number one reason machine embroidery newbies buy embroidery machines is to stitch beautiful 
personalized gifts. And the top designs of choice are letters. Embroiderers, from novice to expert, stitch 
monograms more often than any other type of designs. That's where the similarities end because there are so 
many different styles, sizes, fonts and textures available for everyone. 


You'll learn how to stitch letters in a size that just whispers the owner's initial, as on page 56, A Whisper of 
Ownership. If you have little ones in your life, then Katherine Artines’ Monograms for Minis shows creative 
mixes of fonts and small embellishments. She even embroiders disposable diapers! What a sweet touch for a 
shower gift. 


For many of us, monograms are traditionally ¥ ‘Zz mM b i Ol de rors , from Nn OVI ce 


used on home décor items — bed linens, 


throws and pillows. Nancy Zieman to exp ert, stitch mon ograms 


experimented with color and size on her 


Monogram Borders on page 13. She createda_ (O/C often than any other 


standard three-letter monogram centered on 


a pillowcase plus an entire border filled with a t yp e of d es | g ns. WU 


repeatable 3-letter monogram. 


Mega Monograms, page 28, illustrates how clean and simple is the way to a modern look. Read how to transform 
split satins into complex fill letters that can stitch as big as you want to go. Learn the inside trick to taming 
textured upholstery fabrics for complete thread coverage. 


If you swoon at embossed letters, then you are going to love Karen Charles’ Fantastic Embossing Techniques 
on page 40. We see a lot of embroidery here at DIME but I have to admit when I saw Karen's vinyl embossing 
technique, I was impressed. Take a look at page 42 and give it a try at home. 


Although Cathy Sundermann is new to the pages of DIME, she most certainly is not new to machine 
embroidery. She breaks all the rules in A Monogram is More than Letters. Her sense of humor is apparent in her 
design choices and her expertise is evident in the execution of her stitching. Want to be impressed? Turn to page 
44. 


Here at DIME, we listen to you - the projects youre creating, the designs you're using and the machines you 
own. It’s apparent that many of you have jumped from a domestic embroidery machine to a tubular machine. 
What's a tubular machine? Turn to page 62, for the debut of Marie Zinno’s Multi- Needle Know-How column. 
She'll untangle the tubular web for you. 


Happy Stitching! 
Eileen Roche, 


Embroidery Expert & 
Editor of Designs in Machine Embroidery 
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Embroidery For the Rest Of Us! 
Essentials 
Essential Tools 


for Every Embroiderer! Create stunning compositions! 


¢ Merge designs, Remove overlaps 
° Re-Size, recalculate 

° Change threads 

* Edit sections 

* Convert formats 

* Browse, even in .ZIPs 

¢ Letter, 12 built-in fonts 

¢ Multi-line,Circle text 

* Monograms, with layouts 
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¢ Project Advisor spend less time at the computer! 

¢ Split for Multi-Position Hoops 

¢ Sew Simulator, Printing and More! 
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ek ie 


Save time and money every time you sew! 
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Browse embroidery designs right inside 
Windows “My Computer” or Mac “Finder”! 
Known worldwide as one embroidery 

program EVERY embroiderer must have! 


Before After 
SEE and adjust the density BEFORE you sew! 
FIX the design automatically before you sew it 
Adjust the design for your project automatically 
Download now from the App Store! No skill required! No other purchase required! 





Vy Airstitch™ 


Embroidery app for iPad 





“Satisfaction Guaranteed! _ : : Mac and Windows versions 
You won’t know how you lived without it! are included with our software 


- Cane aetlte S | 
ie Gaels —7 ~~ www.Embrilliance.com ))y 
Made in Brian's workshop at BriTon Leap le Leonie WAC 





What's New In Designs 


Arts and Crafts Monogram Set 9 
Embroidery Arts 
www.embroideryarts.com 





Amore Color Curls 
Kreations by Kara 
www.kreationsbykara.com 





Folksy Crest (UT 15494) 
Urban Threads 
www.urbanthreads.com 


Fanciful Peacock (M8568) 
Embroidery Library 
www.emblibrary.com 
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ing creations are 
Cacnielm yells 
special valentine events. Light 
them up withisimple electric tea 
lights and wateh the beautiful 
hearts and swirls come to life 
with the flame of romance. 




















OESD Collection #12661 
Includes 6 tea light holder 
designs for machine embroidery 


more at EmbroideryOnline.com/sweeth 





What's New In Designs 





Hymnspirations #12660 
Embroidery Online 


: ! Embroidery Bow Wreath 2 
www.embroideryonline.com 


Applique for Kids 
www.appliqueforkids.com 
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Ornamental Monogram Set 2 
Embroidery Arts 
www.embroideryarts.com 
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Gloriana Gold 4 
Graceful Embroidery 
www.gracefulembroidery.com 
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TruEmbroidery” 


TruEmbroidery™ 3 software for Mac® computers: 
— find your passion! 






TruEmbroidery™ 3 iss#eaxclusive trademarigbt Singer Sourcing Limited LLC‘ 2046 Singer Sourcit 
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Monograms are a perfect way 
to personalize gifts with an ; 
extra special touch. Pillowcases MS 
are always favorites for 
monogramming as bridal showers, 
weddings, even birthday gifts. 
























| started with a simple arrangement for a 
monogram, then expanded it into a border. 
I'd like to share how easy it is to create 
monogram borders for a special someone 
in your life. The embroidered monograms 
that | used are built-in designs on my home 
embroidery/sewing machine. 





Embroidery Products 

Baby Lock Exclusive Font on 
Destiny, Journey, Unity, Spirit, 
Aventura, Flourish, Enterprise or 
Alliance machines 

Optional: Amazing Designs” 
Letter It!" or Monogram It! “ 
or Personalize ‘N Stitch 2.0" 
Software 


Supplies 

One set purchased pillowcases 
Or 

2 yd. cotton fabric 

1 % yd. rick rack trim 
Hydro-stick™ Tear-away stabilizer 


Helpful Notions 

Klasse Embroidery Needles, size 
80/12 

Curved embroidery scissors 

Spray Starch or Best Press™ Starch 
Alternative 

Erasable marking pen or pencil 

Sewer’s Fix It tape 

Straight pins 

Optional: Translucent foundation 
paper for traced/printed 
templates 

Optional: Embroidery Reference 
Cards 


Threads 

Madeira Rayon Threads: I used 
colors 1001 and 1309 for the 
pillowcases and added color 1045 
and 1046 for an additional test 
sample. 

Prewound bobbins 

Matching all-purpose thread 


Note: All embroidery products, 
supplies, threads, and fabrics are 
available at Nancy’s Notions* 
www.nancysnotions.com 


Prepare Purchased 


Pillowcase 
Open up the side seam for easier 
hooping and embroidery. 


Optional: Open end seam also, for 
ease in embroidering both sides of 
the pillowcase. 


Optional: Undo the cuff if you 
wish to have the bobbin side of 
embroidery covered. 





Starch the embroidery areas of the 
pillowcase. 


Mark the center of one side of 
the pillowcase and 1" above the 
cuff hem for a simple monogram. 
(Remember to take into account 
the seam allowances.) 





Or, download the free 
Sewing With Nancy* Basic 
Trimmed Pillowcase Pattern at 


www.nancysnotions.com/dimeV 102 
to create a pillowcase from fabric 
yardage. 


Position and Embroider 
Designs 

Design a monogram. Try to select 
a font that reflects the personality 
of the recipient. I love the classic 
Exclusive Script that is already in 
my embroidery machine’s selection 
of fonts. I chose to overlap two 
medium size outer letters on top of 
the large center letter. Follow your 
owner's manual for combining 
built-in designs or letters. 


Or, use Letter It!, Monogram It!, or 
Personalize ‘N Stitch 2.0 with your 
computer for nearly infinite font/ 
monogram choices. 


Embroider the monogram on test 
fabric. This is a great time to test 
color combinations, as well as 
stabilizer choices. I experimented 
with switching the same colors, 
as well as a monochromatic 
coloration. It helps knowing 

the recipient's favorite color or 
decorating color scheme. Make 
notes of thread color changes on 
Embroidery Reference Cards; 
you'll know exactly what colors 
you used if you wish to repeat that 
particular combination! 


ALAS 
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Trace or photocopy the stitched monogram to create a 
template. Or, if you are using a lettering program, print 
templates from the computer. 


Nancy's 


Using Translucent Foundation Paper allows me to 


see through the paper, making it easier to align the 
designs. Be sure to trim awa) paper from 


around the design for easier arranging. 





Use the template to audition the monogram on 
the pillowcase. I opted to center the monogram 
approximately 1" above the cuff hem. 





Hoop a piece of Hydro-stick stabilizer, adhesive 
side up, and lightly moisten before positioning the 


pillowcase embroidery area over the activated adhesive. 


Remember to remove the template before you 
embroider. 


Stacking the monogram letters inspired me to try 
multiples of the monogram and create a cuff border for 
another pillowcase. 


Trace, photocopy, or print additional templates to use 

in designing a monogram border. The templates aid in 
determining how many monograms will fit within the 
pillowcase width. 


Pin or tape templates in place with Sewer’s Fix-It Tape, 
if needed. Again, remember to remove the templates 
when ready to embroider. 


Repeat the embroidery process to complete an 
embroidered monogram border. 


Complete the Pillowcase 

Gently remove excess stabilizer from the embroidery. 
Remove any alignment markings, as pressing can set 
them permanently. 


Press the finished embroidery face down on a padded 
ironing surface. 


Re-assemble the pillowcase in the opposite order of 
deconstruction; restitch cuff, re-align and stitch the 
side seam, and then re-sew the pillowcase end. Finally, 
turn pillowcase to right side. 


One final touch-up press and this gift is ready for 
wrapping. 


I hope you'll enjoy personalizing with monograms as 
borders! 


Nancy Zieman is host and executive producer of Sewing With 
“y® on public television and founder of Nancy’s Notions®. 
Embroidery thread, supplies, and a free catalog are available 
from Nancy's Notions”. Call 800.833.0690 or visit the Nancy's 
Notions website at nancysnotions.com. 
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Nricoma & titchable. com 








Express your creativity 


Ter the most affordable and 
easy-to-use 
: embroidery machine! 


ud 
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* True color 7” touch screen * 4 Hoops included 

+ User-friendly intuitive interface * 3 Piece cap attachment 

* 10 Built-in fonts * Mobile workstation 

+ 20 Million stitch memory * Starter kit 

+ 25 Year limited warranty * Wilcom embroidery software 





Call us today to locate an authorized dealer! 2 
1-888-292-6282 | wwwsStitchable.com 


Product of Ricoma International Corporation | info@stitchable.com 


Subtle Tees 


By Denise Holguin 





I thought it would be fun to follow high-end fashion brands on Instagram. When I mentioned 
my plan to our Creative Director, Samuel Solomon, he predicted I wouldn't follow for long. 
He was right. I lasted about a week. Of course, during that week I was sharing the photos 

with him, with my personal commentary: "REALLY?" "This is over the top!" "Who wears this 
stuff?" "I'm done!" 






I didn’t think I was inspired during that week 
of tackiness. Little did I know, the ideas were 
germinating in my mind to produce, "Glitter & 
Kitsch!" Although garments in runway fashion 
shows can be over-the-top and impractical for 
most people, the look can be dialed down for 
the rest of us. 


My goal was to produce tastefully tacky t-shirts 
Td want to wear and hopefully you will too! 
These shirts feature more than embroidery. I 
used stencils and fabric spray paint to enhance 
my design. 


16 Designs in Machine Embroidery * 


Art Deco Flamingo from Embroidery Library / www.emblibrary.com 


I like yellow but not as a shirt color. That's why I chose to challenge myself by selecting a yellow shirt! In keeping 
with my Glitter & Kitsch theme, I used two fabric spray paint colors: a blue and a silver glitter for extra sparkle. 
The Art Deco Flamingo design and the stencil are the perfect match. You're going to want to check out the other 
keen designs in this collection. 









Embroidery Design: 






Tips: 
Stabilizer: This was my first time to embroider a 
burnout knit. The fabric is very lightweight and 
sheer. I used a water soluble sticky stabilizer to 
provide support while stitching. The stabilizer 
washes away so it wont detract from the 
lightweight fabric. 


Thread Colors: This was the fun part. I chose a 
variety of colors that would fit the nature of the 
embroidery design. The colors pop surprisingly 
well on the busy print fabric. 











Embroidery Design: 
Unicorn from A Few of My Favorite Things collection. The collection is free when 
you attend an Inspirations Software & Hooping Clinic in 2017. 


I looked in my pile of blank t-shirts and wondered why I purchased this cyan 
colored shirt. I feel the same disdain for it as I do yellow and hot pink. It was the 
perfect color to try next! 


I reversed my planning for this shirt. I knew I wanted to stitch the appliquéd 
unicorn. I chose my favorite stencil and three fabric spray paint colors. I gave 
myself permission to explode with color. Removing the stencil for the 

big reveal made me giddy. It’s the perfect backdrop for a unicorn. 


The unicorn is a small design. I could have added text to make 
the overall design look bigger for a center chest embroidery 
design. But I opted for a more subtle approach. I placed the 
embroidery in the bottom left area of the spray painted shirt. 


Whether you like unicorns or not, I hope you see that as a 
designer, you get to decide the proper placement for your 
embroidery. I think we often get bogged down with rules 
and worry about breaking them. 


Give yourself permission to experiment, to create to 
make something that is a reflection of you! (Wait, did I just imply 


bright colors and pop culture themed designs are a reflection of me? I 
think I can happily live with that!) 


Go forth and make some tees! . 


Designs in Machine Embroidery * Volume 102 














! 
I 
; ! 
1 Visit Eileen's Blog for | 
| techniques on how 
to spray paint oeehiy 
, Search for keywor sy 
1 "spray paint”. \ 


Embroidery Designs: 
Aquamarina #CC83901, 


Seaweed (CC83915) from th 
Available from Embroid 


Ocean Songs by Laurel Burch. 
ery Online / www.embroider 


yonline.com 


ing i I dove 
ermaid design from Embroidery Online. 
I started with the mermai 
T love the results, 


(e/ 






By Katherine 


(a ateYatolele-lan(-Yo) 
volity of d 





22 


Embroidery Products 
Perfect Embroidery Pro or other digitizing software 
Optional: Snap Hoop, Snap Hoop Monster 


Supplies 

Stabilizers: Wash-away adhesive non-woven, fusible 
no-show mesh, tear-away 

Solvy or film topper 

Assorted baby items: clothes with no lining, bibs, 
disposable diapers (with no printing on back), onesies 

Temporary spray adhesive 

¥s" wide knit elastic for skirt 

Optional: assorted ribbons, lace, trims 


Software 

When creating monograms for babies, you can let 
your whimsical side come out. There are rules for 
formal monograms for married couples, single men 
and women; but with babies, we can fudge a bit on 
placement and use of upper and lowercase letters. 
Measure the areas that will be monogrammed. With 
clothing this small, it is important to print templates 
and use them to check, and re-check, your placement. 





In your software, click the Text tool and then click on 
the design page. To make it easier to design your own 
monogram, create a separate text box for each letter you 
will be using. All of the letters used in these projects are 


from the built-in digitized fonts in Perfect Embroidery 
Pro software. Knowing that these letters would be on 
the small side and would be embroidered mostly on 
knits, the built-in digitized fonts are a better choice than 
using True Type fonts. Yours don’t have to match mine. 
In fact, you'll want to play with different fonts and sizes 
for each letter to allow for more interesting placement 
and groupings. For example, the boy’s jacket monogram 


uses three different fonts. 


I spend some time playing in the software, copying and 
pasting the letters many times so I can try numerous 
options. I like to see all of my choices together and save 
that ‘play sampler’ so I can come back to it for other 
ideas. If you find one you like, select all the pieces, copy 
and paste into a new screen. Check the density and final 
size of the design; print a template. Complete with a 
File / Save As / name it appropriately as a C2S file (or in 
your working format); repeat the procedure to save the 
design in your machine format. 


The small bow and heart embellishments were added to 
the monograms from the Symbols tool. The bows added 
to a number of the monograms help give cohesiveness 
to the different pieces. The larger designs on the diaper 
are from the Text Designs drop down arrow offering 
Monogram Designs. The side designs on the boy’s pant 
leg are really the letter M rotated and placed on either 
side—M is for the middle name Michael. 
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Fonts used on boy jacket: 
J Angelic Curls, M Fun, 
and A Benquiat 


Fonts used on boy pants: 
J Mel_Scr, A and M Paci 


Fonts used on boy bib: 
August and Jester Pro; 


Fonts used on girl 
pink stripe pants: 
French Script MT 


Fonts used on girl 
white jacket: 


Fonts used on boy diapers: 
J and M Reggae, A Tall 


Fonts used on girl diapers 
Formal Monogram 





Preparation & 
Embroidery 


Trim each printed template to the 
exact shape, and place the design 
where desired. Pin in place; slide 
a placement sticker underneath at 
the center. 


For each knit item, fuse no-show 
mesh stabilizer to the wrong side 
of the garment following the 
manufacturer's instructions, The 
stabilizer should be larger than the 
hoop. 





However, garments this small 

don't completely fill a hoop, so an 
adhesive stabilizer is often needed. 
Also, the Snap Hoop Monster is a 
very handy tool with these types of 
projects. 


Hoop the paper-backed adhesive 
stabilizer, paper side facing up. 
Score the paper with a big X using 
a straight pin; peel away the paper. 





Position the garment on the hoop 
so that the design center is in 

the center of the hoop. Press the 
garment to the adhesive once the 
placement is perfect. 





Depending on the nap of the 
garment, you may need to place a 
film topper over the hooped item 
to avoid stitches getting lost in the 
texture. 


Place the hooped garment on the 
machine and stitch the design. 
Keep a watchful eye on everything 
as the embroidery is completed— 
you wouldn't want a collar or 
sleeve to fall in the path of the 
embroidery. Once completed, 
remove the hoop from the machine 
and gently remove the garment 


from the stabilizer. If you have used 
a film topper, gently remove all that 
you can. 





To embroider the disposable 
diapers, unfold one, make the 
back side as smooth as possible, 
and place the printed template as 
desired and pin. Hoop tear-away 
stabilizer in your 4" x 4" hoop. 
Spray with temporary adhesive and 
press the diaper to the stabilizer. I 
find it unnecessary to use a topper 
on a disposable diaper. If you are 
using a Snap Hoop Monster, place 
the top hoop over the diaper to 
help hold in place. 
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technology and an exclusive suite of 
Janome Apps along with 


+ 3 Fonts for monogramming 


Janome Dealer: 






+ 3 Hoops for embroidery up to 6.7 x 7.9 


Make playful moments special with unique 
touches of embroidery. The new Skyline S9 delivers 


WiFi™ 


+ 250 embroidery designs; 40 from Anna Maria 
Experience it for yourself - Visit Your Local Authorized 
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= 
Skyline S9 
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Making momen 





In 


Featuring embroidery designs 


from Anna Maria Horner. 


26 


A multi-needle or single needle 
free-arm embroidery machine 
combined with the Snap 

Hoop Monster is perfect for 
embroidering onesies and legs on 
baby pants. 





If these machines are not available 
to you, DIME has other helpers, 
such as, Hoop Guard and Hoop 
Clip. Another useful product from 
DIME when working on baby 
items is the Children’s Perfect 
Placement Kit. 








For the onesie skirt, measure the 
circumference of the onesie and 
double that measurement. Using 

a soluble marker, draw a rectangle 
9" wide by the measurement onto 
your skirt fabric. Place the printed 
template into position and pin. 
Hoop with tear-away stabilizer. It is 
easier to embroider on this larger 
piece of fabric before you cut out 





Once embroidery is complete, 
trim on the drawn line, fold the 
rectangle lengthwise with right 
sides together and sew with a %" 
seam. Turn; at each short end, 
fold in %" and press. Topstitch 
¥" down from the top. Topstitch 
¥," down from the first stitching, 
depending on the width of the 
elastic used. Use the circumference 
measurement plus 1" to cut a 
piece of elastic. Use a bodkin or 
safety pin to thread the elastic 
through the channel made with 
the topstitching. Sew a length of 
ribbon to each elastic end. This 
method leaves the skirt with an 
opening at the bow. If you prefer, 
make the skirt a closed tube. 


Make each purchased item a 
one-of-a-kind by adding lace and 
trims, as on the white jacket, or 
fabrics, as on the bibs. Connect 

all the items with a color scheme 
from your choice of threads. When 
presenting, fold all the items so that 
just the monograms show at the 
top of the gift basket—add a large 
wooden letter to poke out or glue 

a number of small letters to the 
ribbons. Your mini-monograms 


will make a BIG hit! 
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Bi alictels 


When You Use Promo Code: FREERA 


Offer Expires 03/15/2017. Buy 3 spools of any Robison Anton thread and get 1 free spool of equal or lesser value. 


/ we WHAT WILL YOU C E? 
SD oe START SHOPPING AT: 


www.embroiderydesigns.com/dime0117 





By Eileen Roche 





MOULD g 


Mega modern 
monograms are 
designed to fill a 
pillow front with no 
added embellishments 
— just letters. Think 
clean and simple and 
you're halfway there 
to the modern look. 
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Embroidery Products 
Inspirations Perfect Embroidery Pro 


Supplies 

One 14" zipper per pillow 

¥ yd. decorator fabric per pillow 
One 16" pillow form for each pillow 
Cut-away stabilizer 

Lightweight tear-away stabilizer 


At the Computer 

Open a new file in Perfect Embroidery Pro. Click on 
the Text tool and type your three-letter monogram into 
the Properties Box. Click on the Font selection box 
and select Copper. Click Apply. 


BWE 


Select the letters and resize to 8" x 8". When the letters 
are this big, the satins will change to split satins and 
frankly, look rather unprofessional. 


BWE 


You could go into the Properties Box, change multiple 
settings and test the design (over and over again). But 
it’s wise to lean on past experience. Letters this large 








do not look pleasing in split satins no matter how 
much you tweak them. So we'll go another route, 
we'll change the letters to complex fill. But before we 
do that, let’s take advantage of the text properties and 
change the layout to a double convex bridge (wow — 
sounds exciting!). Right click to access the envelope 


menu. 


















Rectangle 
Pennant Right 
Pennant Left 
Curved Down 
Curved Up 

Bridge Concave Top 


Bridge Concave Bottom 
Monogram 


Path 
Vertical 


Reset 


Double Concave Bridge 
Bridge Convex Top 
Bridge Convex Bottom 


@GRPIIKDGUAR 


Edit Baseline 


When using the envelope tool, the letters will lengthen 
in the double convex bridge so I decreased the height. 
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Now let’s move on to converting the letters to complex 
fill. Select the Run Tool and place points right on the 


outside of the letter. 





Right click to close the shape. The letter now appears as 


a running stitch outline. 


i 


Select the outline, right click and select Convert to 
Complex Fill. 


Manual 


Satin 





Connect 
‘Simplity 
Remove Overlaps 






steil 









Cross Stiteh 
Applique 
Putty-stiteh, 
Tackle Twill 
Bead 





Align » 


BE croup 





Order 












Transtorm 





The letter is now complex fill. You can tweak your 
shape by moving the direction of stitches or individual 
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Select the complex fill letter, right click and select Repeat these steps for all three letters. Change the Steil 
Create Border. borders to another color. 


i <a Shift+Delete 
Ctrl+C 
Ctri+V 


F: Duplicate 
Insert Ctri+t 
x Delete Delete 


Convert To 
Create Outline 
Simplify 

Remove Overlaps 
Align 

Group 


UnGroup 


Order 





Transform Save the monogram in the appropriate format and send 
it to the machine. 





If you're making more than one pillow, do all of 

the digitizing now. I used the same method for the 
following pillows: G (Copper font), CMM (Formal 
Monogram and Monogram font), PK (Bordeaux font, 





ee . and the JMJ (the Formal Monogram font). The small 
Change the border to a Steil. PKE pillow showcases the Magnolia font - sometimes 
modern needs a splash of traditional flowery 
monogramming. 
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How-To’s 
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At the Machine 

Cut the pillow front fabric 17" square and mark the 
center with a target sticker. Center and hoop the pillow 
front with cut-away stabilizer. Retrieve the design and 
stitch the pillow. 


Textured upholstery fabrics require one more step 
during the stitching - the addition of a topper. For 
the teal pillow with the G monogram, add tear-away 
stabilizer on top of the pillow before stitching the 
complex fill. Stitch the complex fill. 








Tear off the lightweight tear-away stabilizer after the 
complex fill is completely stitched. 





Stitch the final Steil outline. Any wisps of stabilizer will 
be hidden in the Steil outline. 


Insert the zipper into the pillow back, open the zipper 
and sew the front and back, right sides together with 
¥" seam allowance. Insert the pillow form. 
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idS whimsical & 
fun designs! 














instant downloads 


no need for coupon 
codes! Designs are 
always on sale! 


www.appliqueforkids.com 


s 
=’ 








NEW! 
ies oe és 
Smocking » “@ ~ o 


designs! 


VIP Program 
Download All 
Designs for 
ONE LOW PRICE! 


FREE DESIGNS 
EVERY DAY 
Daily 
Facebook Daily 
Hourly 
Hourly Hunt 


DESIGNSBYSICK.com 


Embroidery Designs Online Since 2002 


Free Standing 
Lace 


Applique 
Project Designs 
Quilting, Redwork 
and 
More! 


www.designsbysick.com 


31,100+ 
unique designs 




















FIND YOUR EMBROIDERY DESIG 
AND MANAGE THEM 


“BuzzXplore is 
another great 
product from the 
Buzz Tools line. 
I love the 3-D 
rendering of designs. 
It is so fast!” 


* Penny Muncaster-Jewell 
Author and Certified Educator 


TRY IT FREE! BuzzXplore manages designs in th 
same structure as your computer, making it easier fe 
you to find designs from any software program. 

It supports over twenty embroidery formats, eight 
graphics formats, text files, rich text, and ZIP 
archives. It will even write your USB embroidery di 
for you. Visit our website for more 

information or to download a full featured free trial. 


‘*™ BuzzTools.com 








Over 200 historical 
monogram styles 
inspired by designs 
from the Renaissance 


through the present. 








clXPCoo, 


y Diane Kron, 


Ug cLatecLd 


Software and Embroidery Projects Manager for Designer’s Gallery” 


below. Use the grid lines on the 
workspace to assure accuracy for 
the placement of the letters. 


Embroidery Products 
Baby Lock’ Destiny II sewing and 
embroidery machine 
Designer’s Gallery” 
Monogram Works 





1 pair of heart footed pajamas 
¥% yd. fleece fabric 
¥ yd. flannel to match the fleece 


oe — 6é 


fabric 
Baby Lock’ Stick-Away Tear-Away 
Stabilizer To resize the name click on the 
Madeira® sewing and embroidery corner handle and drag outward 
thread until the size of the name is 


4 buttons for the back flap approximately 175mm x 86mm. 


General sewing supplies — 


inch| ¥ [86.36 
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At the Computer 

Open the Designer's Gallery 
MonogramWorks program. Click 
on the Text ABC icon. Type the 
name in the text field. The name 
"Sammie" was used in this sample. 
Select the Ren Morgan font. Set the 
Quick Style to Normal. 


Click on the Load Frame 
icon to add the last element to 
the lettering. On the left side of 
the field, select Motif 1. Scroll 
down and select the Heart. Click 
on Ok to place the shape on the 
workspace. Move the heart so it 
is centered over the letter "I" as 
shown below. Resize the shape as 
needed. Save the design and send 
to the embroidery machine. 


Properties 


Color Monogram | stich | 
Text: [Sammie 
oF Ze Ren Morgan ~ 2 


16 





oe ABC Normal ’ 
a 
Orde, ABC x 
slant: “FR | 
aa Make the Panel 
. mal o| ake the Fane! 
Top: [curve =] I Measure the width of the backside 
Bottom: |Curve _v. —|}- 0-| of the footed pajamas. Subtract 


three inches from the width. Cut 
the depth of the fleece fabric nine 
inches from top to bottom. These 
measurements will change based 
on the size of the pajamas. The 


To reposition the letters closer 
together, select each of the letters 
individually and move the letters 
toward the large letter "S" as shown 
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pajamas in this project are a girls 
size XS (7 to 8). 


Hoop the Stick-away Tear- Away 
stabilizer in the hoop with the 
shiny side up. Score the top layer 
of the stabilizer close to the edge 
of the hoop. Tear away the top 
layer from the stabilizer. Place the 
fleece section centered in the hoop. 
Place the hoop on the machine. 
Embroider the design. After the 
embroidery is complete, remove 
the embroidered section from the 
hoop. 


ese 2 = 5] 0] 


Set up the machine for sewing. 

Cut a piece of flannel fabric the 
same size as the fleece section. 
Place the fleece and flannel wrong 
sides together and sew around the 
outer edge on the two short sides 
and one long side, leaving the 
remaining long side open. Turn 
right side out. Topstitch around the 
three folded edges. 


With the right side of the back flap 
facing down, place the unstitched 
edge on the backside of the 
pajamas just above the crotch line 
and pin in place. Verify the name 
is positioned properly when the 
flap is turned right side up. Sew in 
place. 


Fold the back flap up and finger 
press in place. Sew the four buttons 
to the top edge on the flap while 
sewing through the flap and the 
pajamas holding the flap in place. 


Happy Valertine’s Day! 
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Embroidery Products 
John Deer, John Deer’s Adorable 
Ideas, 
www.adorableideas.com 
Designs used for Little Girl’s 
Border Dress are from the Swirl 


Alphabet pack 
Embroidery editing software 
program 


Materials for Embroidery 
Embroidery thread 

Bobbin thread 

Water soluble mesh stabilizer 


Materials for Garment 

New Look 6236 or any dress 
pattern desired 

Materials per pattern requirements 

Matching thread 

Solid cotton fabric (the 
circumference of the area to be 
covered with border and 6" high) 

Liquid starch 


Step |. Prepare Material 


for Embroidery 

Even if the pattern doesn’t call for a 
border one can still be added. Cut a 
band of material the width desired, 
turn the raw edges over, position 
and stitch it in place. For the yoke; 
stitch the finished band to the yoke 
after the yoke and skirt have been 
sewn together but before the side 
seams are stitched together. For a 
bottom band, stitch the finished 
border on last. This dress is a 

size 3, polka dot cotton material 
and the embroidered bands are a 
solid cotton broadcloth. Prewash 
the material, starch the border 
material, let it dry and press. 
Liquid starch versus aerosol spray 
starch works as a better stabilizer. 


The starch solution is made using 3 
parts liquid starch to 1 part water. 

I always have a spray bottle by the 
ironing board filled and ready to 
use. 


Step 2. Creating the 


Continuous Border 

The Continuous Border is easy 
if your machine has a function 
to make continuous borders or a 
camera to line up designs. If not, 
a continuous border can still be 
created perfectly. 








Creating a Continuous 
Border Design 


The final measurement of the skirt 
border is the circumference of the 
skirt x 4%", that includes a 4%" hem 
on the long edges. 


Using an editing software program, 
import the letters desired from the 
Swirl Alphabet pack. 

Arrange the letters side by side, 
rotate and interlock them. 





Copy and paste the design as many 


times as possible to fill your largest 
hoop. 


Place a straight 3" vertical stitch 
line with a stitch length of 4.0, 
position it at the beginning of the 
design, and assign it a bright color. 


Using a second straight 3" vertical 
stitch line with a stitch length 

of 4.0, and a different bright 

color, position it at the end of the 
previous design and where the 
beginning of the design is going to 
be. 


To help in lining up the position of 
the second vertical line; copy and 
paste the design, position it where 
the next stitch out is to be, position 
the vertical line and then delete the 
extra copy (the extra copy is black 
in the picture). 


ESBFLGAS 


Save the design. 


Hoop one end of the fabric and 
stabilizer. Stitch the borders using 
the whole % yard length and cut 
out the band after the border band 
designs have been stitched. 


Continued on Page 43... 
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Embroidery Products 
Husqvarna Viking 
DESIGNER EPIC* 
PREMIER+™ Ultra Embroidery 
Husqvarna Viking Large Metal 
Hoop 240 x 150mm 


Materials 

INSPIRA® Aqua Magic 

INSPIRA® Dissolve-away Max 

INSPIRA® Embroidery needle, 
size 75 

Towel with high nap 

Sensor Q, straight stitch plate 

Small embroidery scissors 


Threads 


Robison Anton Rayon or Polyester 
40 wt. thread to match towel color 
Robison Anton 60wt. thread to 
match towel color 


At the Computer 


@ 
Le 
nd 
Create icon 


, 
aa 
Shapes icon 
ii 

ect 
Text icon 


Open the Create icon in Premier+ 
Ultra. Open QuickLink to 
Premier+ Create. Select Start a 
New Design with no Picture. Click 
Next. Select Draw Window. Click 


By Karen Charles 


Next. Click the Change Hoop 
Button. Choose 240mm x 150mm, 
rotated. Click OK, click Finish. 


In the quick Color palette, left 
click, then right click on yellow to 
change the color. 


Select the Draw tab. On the control 
panel, select the Shapes icon to 
select the shape you prefer. Select 
the oval. Starting at the crosshair 
in the middle of the hoop, left 
click and drag until the oval is 
approximately 210 x 130mm. 
Change the next color by left 
clicking and then right clicking 
on the dark green. On the right 
control panel select the Text icon. 
Left click in the work area to open 
a text box. 


Select Cooper Bold or choose a 
font that has wider heavier letters 
and no thin areas. Change type 
size to 400. If you chose another 
font you may have to make it Bold. 
Type your initials in the open area. 
In the work area, right click to 
deselect. 


On the film strip, touch the + next 
to the letters to ungroup them and 
adjust the size of each individual 
letter. If you need to adjust the oval 
size, select it in the film strip to 
change. 


TECHNIQUES 


When you are happy with the 

size and placement, move to the 
Quick Create tab. Pattern Fill will 
be selected for fill type. Touch the 
down arrow to change to Motif Fill. 


& 


Color 
Change* 
Command 





Deselect Satin Line. Open the Fill 
Area and Line. Select stitch D1 - 7 
the Entredeux stitch. Change the 
height and width to 3mm to make 
it smaller. Another option is to 
choose crosshatching and make the 
lines very close together. 


Touch Quick Stitch + Autohole, 
left click in the yellow area near the 
edge of the oval. Motif stitches will 
fill the oval, the edge and letters. 





If you use a letter that has a closed 
in area like an A or an O you will 
need to select Quick Stitch Fill and 
left click in the middle of the letter 
to add motif stitches. 


Deselect Motif fill and select Satin 
line. Select Quick Stitch, then left 
click inside the yellow oval to get a 
satin line around the outside of the 
embossed design. 
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Export the embroidery and save to 
a USB or mySewnet™. Save as an 
EDO file so you can change the size 
easily for bigger or smaller towels. 


Karen's 


The motif stitches will flatten 
the nap, while the letters will be 
raised and fluffy on the towel. 
Test the finished design on a 
small towel first and make any 
necessary changes. 





At the Embroidery 


Machine 

Load the design wirelessly through 
mySewnet™ to the DESIGNER 
EPIC”. Touch Go. Mark the center, 
top and bottom of the towel where 





you want your design to stitch. 
Place aqua magic on the metal 
hoop. Lay the towel on top, using 
the hoop markings to center the 
towel. Place Dissolve Away max on 
top. Place the magnets on top to 
hold towel in place. 

Stitch the design. 





a | 


Wash and dry the towel. If you 
love it, embroider the rest of your 
towels. If not, rework your design. 


Embossing is fun because designs 
stitch quickly and the towels 

feel very soft afterwards, unlike 
embroidering a traditional 
embroidery design. Towels make a 
great, personal gift for a wedding 
or shower. 


Embossing on Leather 
and Vinyl 


You can use the same type of 
designs on leather or vinyl, but 
any embroidery that is dense in 
some areas and open in others will 
work well. The design I used for 
the journals is from a Husqvarna 
Viking collection, "Fabric by 
Design". The design was opened 
in Premier+ Extra, and filled 
monogram letters, such as Athletic 
block, were added on top of the 
design. When exporting the design, 
select the Remove overlap option, 
which takes away the embroidery 
stitches behind the monogram. 





Place adhesive tear away in the 
hoop, a layer of batting on top, 
then the vinyl on top of that. 





_ 
Do not stitch the fill stitches of the 
alphabet when you embroider the 
design. 
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Stitch out the design and remove the design from the hoop. Exclusive Machine Smt noidery Designs 
SAS 4e0Z RY SABGY 
** Hoop just stabilizer and stitch out only the first straight FREES RIF 
vertical line on the stabilizer. Remove the hoop from the 1 h 1 EB 
machine but do not un-hoop the stabilizer, spray with Here s W at s 
temporary spray adhesive, line up the last straight vertical 


line stitched on the fabric with the straight vertical line just 
stitched on the stabilizer. 








Being sure the lines lay on top of one another, secure the 
fabric, stitch the first straight vertical line again to anchor 
the fabric to the stabilizer and stitch out the border design. 


Repeat from ** until the border design has been stitched 
out the width of the border material. Yoke border band is 
completed in the same manner as the larger border band 
with the exception the smaller alphabet letters were used. 
And the yoke band was completed with one hooping. 


eX 


ONE 9 ALR RENEE ARAN EN AA 


~ www. ZippyDesignZ. com 





IRON-ON 





Waterproof, Iron-On, Permanent Stabilizer 





The flower center is a covered button using the circle 
element from the pack and stitched out on a piece of scrap 
cotton material. The button is sewn to the center of the 
flower which is a 3" yoyo. 


Seals the back of waterproof fabric after machine embroidery. 


Acid Free 


Rinse in lukewarm water to dissolve the stabilizer, let it 
soak in a basin of water with fabric softener added for at 
least 1 hour, rinse, soak in soapy water for at least 1 hr. Stitch it. Seal it. Wear it. 
rinse and let dry. I have even put the embroidered piece 

in the washer on the rinse/spin cycle and it comes out 
almost dry. Press on top of a towel with the right side of the 
material facing the towel and press. Let sit until dry. 


4% 
on » 
2N.ON, CS 


Once the border bands are complete construct the garment 


and attach the bands according to the directions. If the Use Stitch °n Seal after embroidering to restore the water-repellent integrity 
pattern doesn't have borders sew them as described at the of lunch bags, cosmetic bags, raincoats, windbreakers, outdoor clothing, 


beginning of this section. umbrellas, grill covers, tents, awnings and backpaci 


y www.sulkyembclub.com 


www.sulky.com Create With Confidence 





A 


Are you a rule follower? Don't 

run with scissors. Never eat more 
than you can lift. If your sleeve rips, 
put on a sweater. Follow those 
embroidery monogram rules. 
Everyone has their own set of 
letters for a monogram.And every 
person is unique. The monogram 
should be a reflection of that 
individual's uniqueness, Look out, 
let's see what happens when we 
toss a few of those monogram 
rules out the window and make a 
monogram more than just letters. 


The letters are the definitive base 
of your design. When incorporating 
a design into the monogram you 
want it to be a part of the design, 
not a totally separate element. This 
step is flexible and depends on your 
ultimate goal. If you have a specific 
font request, choose the font style 
first. If you are creating a theme, 
choose your design element first. 


Ella is the new baby chick in the 
family so the chick design was 

the first element chosen. Now sit 
back and ask yourself how can I 
make this chick interact with Ella? 
Replace a letter or two with part 
of the design. Two legs became 

the two I’s in the name. The chick 
needs something to stand on. Look 
at the curves in her chick feet and 
then look for curves in a letter E 
font that will align to give her a 
natural looking connection. Add 

a dainty flower to the E to give 

the whole look a sense of balance. 
Connections, curves, balance and 
movement is the goal with a splash 
of whimsy. 


onogram is 
More Than Letters 


By Cathy Sundermann 


If starting with the font, add some 
interest by placing them in a 
non-traditional layout. Look for a 
spot where a design element can 
interact with those letters. The crab 
implies movement and interaction 
by the way he is dangling from the 


C with his claw, while holding the J 
and S in place. 


yy ye 


hee 


A monotone monogram can 
sometimes look flat and static. 
Again, think outside of the box 
with the placement of letters. Mix 
them up to see if one arrangement 
is more pleasing to the eye than 





another. Try using upper case 
letters mixed with lower case. And 
to give a monotone monogram 
some depth, mix satin stitch letters 
with fill stitch letters. Using the 

fill stitched M as the base makes 
the satin stitched letters on top 
pop out of the design for a 3-D 
effect. Movement is added with the 


octopus arms reflecting the curves 
of the S. 





Does the placemat have to match 
the napkin? No! The same thread 
color and same design element can 
make it a complementary design. 
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One of my signature touches I add to a 
monogram is a complementary design on 
another part of the item being stitched. Add 
a smaller monogram, or element, to the 
handle of a tote bag. 





www.dzgns.com 


Mary Jo with her sunglasses is the Bad to the Bun 
Baker. 





The bunny is playing an active role with his 
attitude, and he’s holding up the letter S. Notice 
the bunny tails added to the letters B and J. 


HM has dots leading your eye down the tote 
strap (Page 46) to the feature monogram. Look 
how that S and one of the dots escaped the 
confines of the circle frame. Movement, plus the 
surprise of crossing the boundaries, makes HMS 
unique. Leaving some negative space within the 
circle draws the eye even more to the monogram 
letters. 


Connections, movement, arrangements and a bit 
of whimsy. Give it a try! 


Are you going to toss one or more of those 
monogramming rules out the window? When 
you do, the possibilities are endless. It’s just 
embroidery, have fun with it! 


Cathy Sundermann is the owner of Stitchfork Designs 
specializing in creating custom monograms. She finds 
design inspiration wherever she goes, and loves to 
photograph them as well. It’s not what you look at, it’s 
what you see. 


Designs in Machine Embroidery 


your satisfaction 
guaranteed 


no hassles, no restrictions, 
no restocking fees 


Our lifetime, 100% money-back promise to you is 
simple. There’s no fine print. If, for any reason, any 
product does not meet your expectations, simply 
return it for a refund or credit of its purchase price. 


Discover why enthusiasts, like you, have trusted 
Nancy’s Notions for more than 3 decades for the 
best in sewing, quilting, and embroidery, including: 


Stabilizers & Thread 

Embroidery Blanks = 
Hot-Fix Swarovski Gels G 
Design Collections & Single Testor 


Nancy's Notions 


nancysnotions.com 





Monogramming with T| AIK! 


By Kerrin Brookes 





Embroidery Products 

Premier+Embroidery Software 

200mm x 200mm hoop and 
200mm x 260mm hoop 


Supplies 

1 square of 13" fabric fused with 
batting for background for the 
center block 

2 pieces of 13" fabric and batting 
fused for the 4 embroidered 
triangle sections 

2 pieces of 13" fabric and batting 
fused for the plain triangle 
sections 

2 pieces of fabric and batting fused 
and to cut 14" x 2 4" strips 

2 pieces each 12" x 16 4" for 
backing fabric for the backing 

2 pieces of fusible cut away 
stabilizer 1" x 16" 

Water soluble marking pen 

Trimmer by George (optional but a 
great help) 


At the Computer 

Open PREMIER+ Embroidery 
Software, click on the Hoop 

Icon. The Hoop Group should 
be Universal; select a 200mm 

x 200mm hoop. Click on the 
Wizards tab. Click on the Express 
Monogram Wizard. Use the 
default style in the Letters Panel. 


Enter your letters. In the Envelope 
panel, click on the oval envelope. 


siBosBoaBbaBpaRD - 


Click on the Full Letters Tab and 
change the height to 40mm and the 
width to 90mm. 


Full Letter SmalilLetter Border 


Monogram 





Click on the Border tab and turn 
the Border button off. 





Margin: 6mm => 

[¥) Rounded Corners 

|_| Individual Letter Border 
Options 


In the Stitch Type, Click on the 
Satin Line, click Options and make 
the width 3.0. Click Ok. 


eer = 
Add Select Options & 


Appliqué Fabric 


Appliqué Thread Color 


Click on the Color Change icon 
and select a color. Click Ok 

and Finish. This will place the 
monogram into the Embroidery 
Extra window. Click on the Home 
Tab. Click on the File Menu. Click 
on Save As and save it as Mgm.vp4. 
Click on the File Menu. Click on 
Export and export it as Mgm.vp3 
or for the format for your machine. 


Click on Copy. Click on the File 
Menu and click on New Window. 
Click on the Wizard Tab. 


Click on the QuiltBlock Wizard. 
Click on the last option "Outline 
Quilt Block, No Inner Shape". 
Click Next. Click on the Down 
Arrow beside Shape and select the 
Right Angle Triangle #4. 





Click on the Arrow on Enter Size 
and select the Short Side. Make 
Side A 140mm. On Cutline, click 
Include. Click on the Options 
button and make it 7.0mm and 
click Finish. 


This will place the triangle in the 
New Window. 














Click on Alignment and click on 
Center in Hoop. Click on Paste. 
Center the monogram. Click on 
the Select All Icon. Click on the 
Down Arrow beside Alignment 
and click on Center in Hoop. Move 
the triangle into the top left corner. 


Continued on Page 55... 
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After admiring pie-shaped hot pads in a quilt shop, | realized there was no sense in buying the pattern. Cute as 
they were, | would probably not make them because | am not a fan of projects that include finishing with bias 
binding. After a little bit of thought, and finding a couple of perfect embroidery designs, | came up with a way 


to make pie coasters and hot pads using a freestanding appliqué technique. 


Embroidery Products 

6" circle applique design 

Embroidery Library designs 
EY4513 (coaster), X5256 (hot 
pad) 

Embroidery editing software 


Supplies 

Fabric-type water soluble stabilizer 
(Fabri Solvy, Wash ‘n Gone) 

Polyester embroidery thread to 
match the "crust" 

Lite Steam-A-Seam 2 - %4" wide and 
%" wide 

Mini-iron 

One 12" square of "crust" fabric for 
lattice work 


Coaster: 
Two 5" squares of "crust" fabric 


One 5" "pie" fabric 
One 5" square low-loft batting 


Hot pad: 

Two 8" squares of "crust" fabric 
One 8" square of "pie" fabric 
One 8" square low-loft batting 
One 8" square Insul-Bright 


Coaster: 
At the Computer 





Open Embroidery Library design 
Y4513 in embroidery editing 
software. Eliminate every part of 
the design inside the circle. 








| 


The five remaining colors include: 
1) circle applique placement 

2) circle applique tackdown 

3) scallop accents 

4) circle applique satin stitch 

5) scallop applique satin stitch 


Embroidering the Pie 
Coaster 


Debbie's Tip 
Polyester threads are a good 


choice as they hold up well 
to heat, wear, and repeated 


laundering. 





Use the same thread in the bobbin 
and needle because both sides of 
this applique will be visible. 

Hoop fabric-type water soluble 
stabilizer and stitch the first color, 
the applique placement guide. 





Remove the hoop from the 
machine and layer a piece of crust 
fabric and the pie fabric, right 
sides up, on the stabilizer. Be sure 
to completely cover the placement 
stitches. Use temporary spray 
adhesive, glue stick, or painter's 
tape to hold the two fabrics in 
place. 





Turn the hoop over. On the back, 
layer a piece of low-loft batting and 
the other crust fabric, right side up. 
Secure in place with spray or tape. 
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This design was digitized with a 
zag stitch to tack down the center 
fabric and create underlay for 

the eventual satin stitches. Since 
the fruit fabric is so much darker 
than the crust fabric, use the 
placement stitch as the tack down 
for trimming the fruit fabric. That 
way, you can trim close to the 
stitches and prevent little bits of 
blue showing through the satin 
stitching. To do this, reattach the 
hoop and stitch the placement 
guide again to secure the fabrics 
and batting to the stabilizer. 


iy 


Remove the hoop and trim 
away the fruit fabric close to the 
placement stitch. Do not cut the 
crust fabric at this time. 


Making the Lattice 





Cut two strips of crust fabric 12" x 
%" wide. 




















re 





Press a strip of 4" Lite Steam-A- 
Seam 2 on top of the folded edges, 
paper side up. 





Peel off paper and cut five strips 
of lattice work 3 4" long. Center 
three on the fruit fabric and weave 


the other two through them. Lite 
Steam-A-Seam 2 can be finger- 

pressed in place for a temporary 
hold. When lattice is centered on 


the pie, finger-press it in place, 
then use a mini iron inside the 
circle to fuse strips in place. 





Put the hoop back on the machine 
and run the second color stop, 

the zig zag tack down stitches, to 
secure the lattice to the pie. Reduce 
machine speed and use painters 
tape and a stiletto to hold down 
strips so that edges do not get 
turned while stitching. 


When stitching is complete, 
remove the hoop from the machine 
and cut strip edges, trimming very 
close to the zig zag stitches. 





Put the hoop back on the machine 
and run the next two colors to 
create the scallop accents and the 
applique satin stitch for the inner 
circle. 
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Debbie's Tip 


With utilitarian pieces like 


this one, I oft in the 
satin stitching twice for extra 
coverage that produces a heavy 


duty finish 


‘The final color is the outside 
scalloped edge. Begin 
embroidering until the stitches 
outline the outside scalloped 
edge twice. Stop the machine 
and remove the hoop from the 
machine. These will be the tack 
down stitches for the scalloped 
edge applique. 





Clip threads and carefully trim 
crust fabric close to the stitching 
line on both the front and back of 
the hoop. 








Replace the hoop on the machine 
and continue the final stitch 
sequence to finish the pie’s edges. 
When stitching is complete, 
remove everything from the hoop 
and clip water soluble stabilizer 
close to the embroidery edge. 


Use a wet cloth to remove the water 
soluble stabilizer along the edges of 
the coaster. 


Hot Pad: 


At the Computer 

The hot pad will stitch essentially 
the same as the coaster. The stitch 
sequence will differ depending 
upon how you merge design X5256 
and the circle design. 





Load design X5256 in editing 
software. Delete all but the first 
two color stops. That eliminates 
everything inside the design. Open 
a six-inch circle applique file that 
includes only a placement, tack- 
down, and satin stitch edge. Merge 
the two stitch files. 





Add hearts or other decorative 
elements around the scalloped edge 
and save the file as "pie hot pad." 


Stitching the Pie Hot Pad 
Hoop fabric-type water soluble 
stabilizer. Open "pie hot pad" in 
your embroidery machine. Stitch 
the first color stop, the scalloped 
edge, until it makes one complete 
wavy circle of straight stitching 
(approximately stitch 380) then 
stop the machine. Use this as the 
applique placement stitches. 
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Remove the hoop from the 
machine. On the back of the hoop, 
over the placement stitches, tape 

a layer of Insul-Bright shiny side 
down against the stabilizer, and 
crust fabric right side up. 





On the front of the hoop, place a 
layer of low-loft batting and crust 
fabric, right side up. Place the 
hoop back on the machine and 
run the first color to tack down 
the applique, stopping it at stitch 
number 1400. 


Remove the hoop and trim around 
the scalloped edge of the crust 

on both the front and back of the 
hoop. Replace the hoop and run 
the placement stitch for the center 
circle (pie). 


Remove the hoop. Place the piece 
of pie fabric over the placement 
stitches and run the tack-down 
stitch for the center circle. 


Create lattice just like that of the 
coaster, using six 1" strips of fabric 
and ¥4" Lite Steam-A-Seam 2. 





Arrange lattice work as shown and 
run the tack-down stitch for the 
center circle once again. 





Tip: It is helpful to fuse the lattice 
strips just inside the placement 
stitch circle to keep edges from 
turning during stitching. Using 
painters tape or a stiletto is also 
helpful to keep strips flat. 





Remove the hoop and trim away 
the pie fabric and lattice strips, 
close to the tack-down stitches. 





Run the final satin stitch edging. 





When stitching is done, take 
everything out of the hoop and 
remove excess water soluble 
stabilizer along the edges. Pie time! 


Designs in Machine Embroidery * Volume 102 * January/February 2017 * www.dzgns.com 


...Continued from Page 49 


Click on Copy and Paste. Click on 
the Rotate 45 twice. Place it beside 
the original design and align it with 
the first triangle. Click on the Select 
All Icon, and center in hoop. 

Click on the File Menu. Click 

on Save As and save it as Mgm 
Triangle.vp4. Click on the File 
Menu. Click on Export and export 
it as Mgm Triangle.vp3 or to the 
format for your machine. 


Click on the File Menu and click 
on New to re-open a blank window. 
Repeat the steps for creating the 
triangle. This time the Short Line 
"A" should be 160 mm. Click 
Finish. Repeat the steps for placing 
2 triangles in the hoop. 


Click on the File Menu. Click 

on Save As and save it as Mgm 

P Triangle.vp4. Click on the File 
Menu. Click on Export and export 
it as Mgm P Triangle.vp3 or to the 
format for your machine. 


Close the window. This should take 
you back to the original screen with 
your monogram in it. 


Click on Rotate 45 twice so that the 
monogram is vertical. Click on the 
Encore Tab. On the Layout Panel, 
click on the Circle and on Standard. 


0 [itt «Fx 
Qtr #4 


Layout 





In the Line Options select the 
horizontal line. Set the Repeats to 6 
and click on Preview. 








Click on the top center design and 
drag towards the center until the 
designs almost touch. Click on 


Apply. 





Save the design as Mgm Center. 
vp4. Click on the File Menu. Click 
on Export and export it as Mgm 
Center.vp3 or to the format for your 
machine. 


Preparation 

Place a 1" strip of fusible cut away 
stabilizer on the edges of both 
backing fabrics. 


Press a 1" double turn on the 
backing pieces with the stabilizer 
inside. Hoop tear away stabilizer 
in a 200mm x 260mm hoop. Draw 
placement lines on the vertical and 
horizontal centers. 


Embroidery 

Hoop the 13" square fabric and 
fabric to stitch the GMG center 
design. Baste around the hoop. 
Stitch the design following the 
color order. Hoop the 13" square 
fabric and fabric to stitch the MGM 
Triangle design. Repeat this step 

to stitch out the MGM P Triangle 
design. 


Construction 

Trim the triangles on the outside 
line. Trim the center square using 
the basting line to add 4" seam 
allowance. Trim the batting away 
from the seam allowance. Stitch 
the embroidered triangles to the 
center embroidery block. Stitch 
the strips of fused fabric to each of 
the triangle pieces. Stitch the plain 
triangle pieces to the strips. Trim 
the pillow top to 16 % square. 


Stitch the folded edges of the back 
pieces to form a hem. Place the 
pillow top right side up on the table. 
Place the back on top of the pillow 
top. Stitch a 4" seam to stitch the 
pillow together. 


Finish the seam allowance with a 
zigzag or serging type stitch on your 
machine or finish them with your 
serger. Clip the corners and turn to 
the right side. 
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hisper of Ownership 


By Eileen Roche 


Tiny letters framed in a simple rectangle are the signature of elite style; they whisper ownership instead of screaming 
possession. Professional results with tiny letters are a challenge for embroiderers. The satin columns on small letters can 
cave in or warp out of line while satin borders can morph out of shape once stitched. Tweaking and testing is the way 
to go when creating your own mini monograms but because they're so small, testing is done in a jiffy. Open your mind to 
spending about 30 minutes on testing a variety of designs before finalizing the monogram. You'll be glad you did. 


The mini fonts in Perfect Embroidery Pro or Word Art in 
Stitches have been digitized at heights of 3mm, 4mm and 
6mm — that's really small! Starting with fonts that have been 
digitized at small sizes is the key to success — they'll look 
terrific stitched on sturdy fabric without any tweaking. If 
your intention is to add your monogram to an 
item that is unhoopable then consider 
making a patch. Patches are 
stitched on heavy water soluble 
stabilizer that's not really all 
that stable! So it's best 
to experiment. 
















Embroidery Products Select the rectangle, right click and Once your testing is complete, 
Inspirations Perfect Embroidery Convert to Complex Fill. remove the monograms from the 
Pro or Word Art software hoop and tear off the water soluble 
Patch Maker Kit (includes heavy stabilizer. 

water soluble stabilizer and Patch 
Attach permanent adhesive) 
Supplies 

Teflon pressing sheet 

Hot, dry iron 


Open a new file in Perfect 

Embroidery Pro. Click on the i 

Text tool and type your letter | BR | @ 
monogram into the Properties Box. ** —  " * 

Select one of the 10 mini fonts. 





Change the direction of the 


complex fill with the Shape Tool. Place the monograms, wrong side 


©: : 
Properties - Text a TT, up, on a pressing surface. 


A\PSCUnXRe OH «> 









E AiaBo 

=) 
Height (in): 0.24 Terervi ery 
epace Me : Select the Classic Satin tool and 


Line spacing %: | 25 draw a satin box around the 


Complex Fill. Place the start/end 
point away from a corner to ensure 
crisp, sharp corners. 





Reverse direction (_] Italic 
[optimize colors [stairs 
Startat: Left 


Place the rough side of the Patch 
Attach on the monograms and 
press with a hot, dry iron. 


‘Shift: Above Initial %: 





Go to the Art tool and select the 
rectangle. Draw a rectangle around 


the monogram. 
Make each element a different 


color in this order: Complex Fill, 
mith Satin, Letters. 
Test the design. Most likely, you'll Let cool and peel the monogram 


need to pull the corners out to patches off of the protective paper. 
allow for the push/pull of the satin 
frame. 

















Continued on Page 65... 
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Protect your laptop with a custom case and personalize it with charming 
vintage postmarks, inside pockets, comfortable shoulder straps and a 
zipper closure. The addition of a stacking sleeve lets you slide your bag 
over wheeled luggage — a must for today’s traveler. 


Today’s Digital World 


By Eileen Roche 


Finished Size: 10" x | 1"x 2 1/2" 


Embroidery Products 

Handbags 2 Designer Knockoffs by 
Nancy Zieman and Eileen Roche 

Inspirations Word Art in Stitches 
software 


Materials 

Two 30" lengths of 1" wide 
polyester seatbelt webbing 
available by the foot at 
www.Strapworks.com 

Two 17 %" x 12 %" pieces of 
headliner or AnniesSoftandStable 

Ys yd. cream canvas 

1/3 yd. faux suede 

42" x 2 %4" length of black cotton 
fabric for binding 

One 20" zipper 

Four purse feet 

Clover Shape N Create or other 
stiff interfacing for bag bottom 

Tear-away stabilizer 

Two 17 %" x 12 %" pieces of 
interfacing 


Prep 
Cut one front canvas panel: 17 %" 
212%" 


The back panel consists of three 


sections plus a stacking sleeve. 


Side Center Panel Side 


From canvas, cut two: 4" x 12 4" 
pieces and two 9 %"x 12%". 


Fold one of the 9 %" x 12 %" pieces 
in half, right sides together, to 9 1%" 
x 6 4" for the stacking sleeve. Sew 
the long (9 4%") side with 4" seam 
allowance. Turn right side out 

and press. Place the bottom of the 
sleeve 4 %" above the bottom edge 
of the center panel and baste the 
sleeve to the center panel. Sew the 
three back panels together with 4" 
seam allowance. Fuse interfacing 
over the wrong side of the back 
panel. Set aside. 


Word Art in Stitches 
Open a new file in Inspirations’ 
Word Art in Stitches. Click on 
Hoops, and select the largest hoop 
available for your machine. Click 
on the stamps tool and select the 
wavy lines. Stamp three of them 
on the canvas. 


Click on the Stamps tool again 
and select a postmark. Repeat 
this process adding a variety 

of postmarks. If you're a world 
traveler, select marks from places 
you've visited. Or if you're not a 
jet setter, select postmarks with 

a variety of shapes - triangles, 
rectangles, circles and squares. A 
mix of shapes makes a pleasing 
composition. When youre satisfied 
with the arrangement, save as 
BagFront in the appropriate 
format. 


Open the Starburst corner design 
from Handbags 2 Designer 
Knockoffs. Ungroup and select the 
square at the corner. 





-_—____»____-s 





| 
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Remove the zigzag detail and save 
the design as SkinnyBagCorner. 
Send SkinnyBag Corner, 
CornerApp (from Handbags 2) and 
the downloaded StrapConnectorLg 


designs to the embroidery 
machine. 





60 





Embroider the Front 
Panel 
Hoop the 17 %" x 12 %4" piece of 
canvas with tear-away stabilizer 
in Snap Hoop Monster. Stitch 
the designs in dark gray or black. 
Remove from the hoop and tear 
away all excess stabilizer. Fuse the 


interfacing to the wrong side of the 
embroidered panel. 


Precut the Appliques 

Prepare four corner appliques with 
design CornerApp. Hoop faux 
suede in a large hoop. Stitch two 
repeats of CornerApp. Advance the 
fabric in the hoop, mirror image 


the CornerApp design and stitch 
two more designs. 


Trim the appliques on the curved 

stitched line. Trim the straight 
edges leaving about 4" beyond the 
stitch line. These straight edges 
will be stitched into the seams of 
the bag during construction. 


Embroider the Corners 
Although the corner design fits in 
a5"x7" hoop, you can stitch two 
corners in one hooping in a large 

hoop. Hoop tear-away stabilizer. 
Retreive the SkinnyBagCorner 
design. Move it to one end of the 
large hoop. Copy, paste and mirror 
image the design. Move the second 


design to the opposite end of the 
hoop as shown. 

















\ 
A, 























The photography in the next steps 
shows stitching the second design 


but the steps are the same for both 
designs. 


Stitch the first color, the placement 
guide. 
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Place the bottom corner of the 
bag front panel on the hooped 
stabilizer, aligning the bag corner 
with the stitched outline. 





Stitch color 2, the tackdown of the 
bag and the placement guide for 
the precut corner applique. 





Place the precut corner applique 
over the outline. Stitch the last 
color. 





Repeat for the second design on 
the other bag panel. 





Remove the hoop from the 
machine and the work from the 
hoop. Hoop another piece of 
stabilizer and repeat the process for 
the remaining two corners (one on 
each bag panel). 


Attach the Straps 

Burn the short ends of the 
polyester webbing strips over an 
open flame (match or candle) ina 
safe environment like the kitchen 
sink to prevent unraveling. 


Hoop tear-away stabilizer in 

a large hoop. Retrieve the 
StrapConnectorLg. Move the 
design to the right side of the 
hoop. Stitch color 1, the placement 
guide. Mark the center of the bag 
panel with a pin. Align the top 
edge of the panel with the stitched 
placement guide and the center 
with the stitched center mark. Tape 
the edge of the bag to hold it in the 
hoop. 





Stitch color 2, the placement guide 
for the one end of the strap. These 
stitches will be removed later. 





Place the end of the strap inside the 
placement guide. Tape the end. 





Stitch color 3, the X to secure the 
strap to the panel. Stitch color 4, 
the placement guide for the other 
end of the strap. Tape the end and 
stitch the last color. Remove from 
the hoop and repeat the process 
for the remaining panel and strap. 
Remove the stitches outlining the 
straps. 


Cut the lower corners of the bag 
panels on the stitch line. 


Place one panel on two layers 

of lining fabric. Trace around 

the panel and cut out the lining. 
Follow the instructions on page 24 
for making a zipper closure and 
assembling the bag on page 35 of 
Handbags 2 Designer Knockoffs. 
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Multi-needle Know How 


By Marie Zinno 


Tubular embroidery machines? "What's that?" you might ask. Tubular 
embroidery machines are what are commonly known as multi-needle 
machines. With the advent of the recently-released single needle 
machines — like Brother's Persona and Baby Lock's Alliance, the term 
multi-needle doesn't really identify these types of machines any longer. 
Tubular is a more appropriate term because these machines were 
designed to stitch on finished goods — tubular items like bags, shirts, 





For the past year and a half, I 
have written the Multi-needle 
Monday post on Eileen’s 
Machine Embroidery blog. We've 
learned more and more people 
are embracing the ease and 
functionality of owning a multi- 
needle machine. Initially, many 
fear threading the machine and 
then they learn to use it to its 
full potential. Welcome to our 
new column focused on tubular 
embroidery machines, Multi- 
Needle Know-How. 


sleeves and pant legs. 





They are unlike traditional flatbed machines which were designed to 
sew flat goods and later converted into embroidery machines. 


In future articles, I will discuss a 
variety of subjects pertaining to the 
tubular embroidery machines in 
detail. I hope you enjoy the column 
and even if you do not own a 
multi-needle embroidery machine 
at this time, you might consider 
purchasing one in the future. 


One of the main differences 
between a single needle 
embroidery machine and a multi- 
needle embroidery machine is 
the point of attachment of the 
hoop to the machine. The multi- 
needle hoops are attached at two 


side "arms" which give the hoop 
better support. This added support 
enables the embroiderer to hoop 
heavier fabrics without the fear of 
it popping out of the hoop. The 
tubular ability also makes hooping 
t-shirts, bags, pockets, pant legs 
and sleeves much easier than a 
single machine. The tubular term 
translates into the ability to slide a 
garment or other product over the 
"cylinder" free arm of the machine. 
Read on for step by step procedures 
for hooping the following popular 
tubular items such as: t-shirt, tote 
bag pocket and jacket sleeve. 
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LEFT CHEST PLACEMENT T-SHIRT 


Hoop: Standard 4" x 4" embroidery 
hoop 


Supplies 

Embroiderer’s Helper (DIME 
product), target sticker 

Poly mesh fusible cut away 
stabilizer, water soluble stabilizer 


Turn the t-shirt right side out and 
iron the fusible poly mesh stabilizer 
to the wrong side of the shirt in the 
upper left chest area. Cut a piece 

of stabilizer large enough (8" x 8") 
to easily cover the area that will be 
embroidered. 


Cut away stabilizer should always 
be used when embroidering knit 
fabric. If the embroidery design is 
very dense, you can use two layers 
of stabilizer. Fuse only one layer 
and float a section of tear-away 
under the hoop. 


Turn the shirt right side out and 
fold in half lengthwise. Place the 
Embroiderer’s Helper along the 
folded edge of t-shirt; lining up the 
neckline with the curved edge on 
the tool. Insert a target sticker into 
the side slot according to the size of 
t-shirt. 





Precisely place the target sticker 
with the cross hair straight and the 
arrow on target sticker pointing to 
the top of t-shirt. 


Slide the bottom frame of the 
embroidery hoop inside the t-shirt 
and attach the top frame when 
centered over the target sticker. 
Do not over stretch the fabric; 

this will cause the fabric to pucker 
after it’s removed from the hoop. I 
always pick up the hoop and turn 
it over checking for excess fabric 
that could be caught in the hoop 
and that the stabilizer is completely 
covering the hooped surface. 





Slide the embroidery hoop onto 
the machine at side attachments 
and through the neckline opening. 
Make sure the two side metal 
handles of the hoop are "clicked 
into the grooves. Feel underneath 
the hoop to determine if a sleeve or 
bottom of t-shirt is caught under 
the hoop. 





Align the embroidery design with 
the target sticker’s crosshair. Use 
the jog keys to adjust the hoop as 
needed. After placement is verified, 
remove the target sticker and add a 
piece of water soluble stabilizer on 
top of the fabric. Stitch the design. 
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UPPER SLEEVE EMBROIDERY ON 
JACKET 


Hoop: Standard embroidery hoop 
(40mm x 60mm) 


Supplies 

1 full zip jacket or other style 
Cut away poly mesh stabilizer or 
fusible poly mesh 


Decide on the placement of the 
embroidery design. For best results 
have the wearer put the jacket on 
and place a target sticker in the 
desired location. In my business 

I do not have the opportunity 

to have customers try on every 
garment. The best solution is to 
measure down the from the top 
shoulder seam approximately 6 or 
7" along the fold. Place a target 
sticker on the sleeve. 





Carefully slide the bottom frame 
into the sleeve area along with the 
stabilizer. Attach the top frame of 
the hoop and make sure the target 
sticker is centered and straight 

as possible. When using a very 
small hoop, you will have less area 
to adjust the embroidery design. 
Precise placement is crucial. 
Always flip the hoop over and 
check for excess fabric under 

the hoop. Attach the hoop to the 
machine with the upper portion 
of jacket towards the body of the 
machine. 





The sleeve is actually slid over 

the bobbin throat area. Align the 
needle with the arrow on crosshair 
and remove target sticker when in 
position. 


Option 2: Cylinder Hoop 
One of the best attributes of the 


cylinder hoop is the generous 
embroidery area: 3" tall x 3.5" wide. 
It is a useful tool for stitching the 
upper sleeve on a jacket. The hoop 
is curved and the use of stabilizer 
is very critical because of the "open 
window" frame. 





I suggest using the fusible cutaway 
stabilizer when stitching a fabric 
with stretch. Clips are necessary 
to hold the fabric in place and 
inserting the frame to the machine 
needs a steady hand so as not to 
push the fabric through the frame 
opening. 
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The embroidery machine will 
"read" the hoop which is helpful but 
consider if the design needs to be 
rotated. 


There are three different components 
of the cylinder hoop: the mounting 
jig, the cylinder driver and cylinder 
hoop frame. Let’s prepare the 
machine first. Loosen and remove 
the screws from the back of machine 
attachment and remove the "A" or "B" 
arms, place the screws aside. Insert 
the cylinder driver on to machine 
where the arms were removed and 
tighten the bottom screws (included 
with the cylinder hoop) as well as 
inserting the screws from the arms 
that were removed.) 


Attach the cylinder mounting jig to 
a table top or metal stand frame and 
tighten the bottom screw vice which 
is included with the mounting jig. 





Mark the embroidery area on the 
jacket sleeve with a target sticker; 
turn the sleeve inside out and iron 
the fusible stabilizer to the inside 
of the upper sleeve. Turn the sleeve 
right side out with the target sticker 
still in place. Insert the cylinder 
frame onto the mounting jig and 
slide the sleeve onto the frame. Use 
the included clips to tighten the 


fabric on the frame on both sides. 


7 / aN =, 


Remove the frame from the jig 
carefully and transfer to the cylinder 
driver. 





Embroider the design on upper 
sleeve area of jacket and remove 
frame from driver. Remove all clips 
and re-iron the fusible stabilizer 
from inside jacket sleeve. Carefully 
trim the excess stabilizer from inside 
jacket and clip the thread tails if 
necessary. 





...Continued from Page 57 


Trim the excess adhesive away 
from the edges. Insert a seam roll 
into the shoe. Place the patch on 
the upper edge of the shoe. 





Cover the shoe with Teflon to 
protect the suede/vinyl or leather. 
Press. 





Remove the Teflon sheet and repeat 
for the other shoe. 





Use the same technique for a vinyl 
tote bag or small purse. 
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Joanne's Tip 


Other machine mode 
and adding the c 


an create an alternative embossed design by starting with satin stitch or outline lettering 


s background using evenly spaced lines of diagonal stitching on the sewing side of the 


machine. Follow the technique presented here for stabilizing, hooping, and attaching the embroidered piece to 
achieve a nice neat finish for your personalized blanket. 


Products 

Brother Dream Machine Model 
XV8550D or XV8500D with 
THE Dream Machine Premium 
Pack I Upgrade 

5"x 7" Snap Hoop Monster 
embroidery hoop for easy 
hooping of fleece 

12" x 9" piece of cut away mesh 
stabilizer 

Water soluble fibrous stabilizer to 
use as a topping 


Joanne's Tip 


I prefer fibrous water-soluble 
topping whenever I work with 


plush fabric such as polar type 
fleece. Be sure to thoroughly 


wash away the excess after 
stitching is complete. 


Temporary adhesive spray made 
specifically for embroidery 

Embroidery thread 

Small, sharp, curved tip scissors for 
trimming 


Materials and Supplies 

One piece of polar type fleece 
measuring approximately 
60" x 90" for blanket. 

One piece of coordinating polar 
type fleece measuring 12" x 9" for 
monogram applique 

Optional: Purchased binding, I 
used Wrights extra wide double 
fold fleece binding 








Joanne's Tip 


Fleece has a right and a wrong 
side. Pull on the selvedge edge 
and you will see that fleece rolls 
to the right side. Visit www. 


letsgosew.com for more fleece 
fabric tips, plus a free tip sheet 
with five ways to finish off your 
fleece blanket, including an easy 
way to sew a satin binding for a 
luxurious finishing touch. 






Important tools used for 
creating the design: 





Line Tool Key 
Touch the page icon to select thread color and 
stitch type for lines. 
Touch the bucket icon to assign stitches for 
each line. 


Home Key 





Magnify Key 


Brush Tool Key 


Stamp Outline Key 
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Step |. Create the 


Embossed Initial 

Touch Embroidery and select 
Monogram menu 3 from the built 
in embroidery designs. Choose 
striped lettering font style No.03. 
Choose your monogram letter 

and touch Set. Touch Edit. Use 

the default distance setting and 
touch the flower key at the bottom 
of the page to produce a stamp 
shape from the outline of the letter. 
Touch OK. The machine saves an 
outline that duplicates the shape of 
the letter and stores it in the stamp 
pattern list located in My Design 
Center. 











Touch the Home key and touch OK 
to delete the selected pattern. Select 
My Design Center from the Home 


page. 


er 
gn COMP 








Touch the Stamp key. Touch saved 
outline key. 








Solis) 


Select your initial. 





Touch size key and proportionally 
re-size letter so it is 3" tall. 





Joanne's Ti 


Stamp outlines will vary slightly 
according to the size and shape 
of your letter. You can use the 
tools in My Design Center to 


modify the lines by erasing 


portions and drawing new lines 
if you choose. I encourage you 


to experiment with different 
settings and line types as well. 
You can always preview the 
stitches and change them prior to 
embroidering. 


Note: The letter "O" will require 
the addition of an oval shape 
added to the center to complete 
the letter. 





Use the magnify key to zoom in on 
the letter. Touch the page icon from 
the Line tool key. Select the triple 
straight stitch and choose a thread 
color to outline your monogram. 











Now touch the bucket icon from 
the Line tool key and then touch 
the outline of the initial to assign 
stitches. 
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Joanne's 


Use the memory pocket if desired 
and save your design creation 


at various stages to return and 
re-edit. 


Zoom back to 100 percent. Go back 
to the Stamp key. Touch the hoop 
icon and choose the hoop size that 
matches the Snap Hoop Monster. 


OS ©) * iy 


Frame embroidering areas 


oO 14” x 9-1/2" | ial 11-3/4” « 7-7/8" 
| 1 11-3/4"« 4” | O 10-1/4” x 6-1/4” 

















i= 9-1/2" 9-1/2” | Oo 7-7/8" x 7-7/8" 


Touch rotate and turn 90 degrees 
to create design with a horizontal 
layout. 


| 





























Select the stamp key once again 
and choose the shape shown below 
with the setting for an outline only. 
The size is just about perfect as 

is but you can adjust if necessary 
to accommodate your initial. 
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Remember to keep the size of the 
shape within the defined hoop area. 


yeas 


I love using the Snap Hoop 
Monster for plush fabri 
and found the 5" x 7" 
hoop to be the pe e for 
this project. How 
use a standard hoop and another 
ize if you choose. Adjust 
of your contrast fleece 
iece accordingly. 
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To turn the outline of the shape 
into pretty candlewick style stitches, 
touch the page icon from the Line 
tool key. Select the candlewick style 
and choose a thread color for the 
stitches. 


’ 

Joanne s 

You can use different thread 
colors for each selection in order 


to see the changes take place. For 


the actual embroidery I opted 
for a thread color to match my 


blanket fabric for all of the color 
stops. 




















Touch the bucket icon from the Line 
tool key and then touch the outline 
of the shape to assign the stitches. 
To finish the design, touch the page 
icon from the Brush tool key. 


Choose fancy fill stitches and select 
a thread color. Touch Select and 
choose diamond pattern No.006. 
Touch OK twice. Now, touch the 
bucket icon and then touch inside 
the open areas of the shape to set 
the diamond fill stitches. 





















































It’s time to complete the monogram 
piece. Touch Next. Here you can 
select each and every part of the 
design and customize the settings 
as desired. Most often the default 
settings are just fine but you can 
adjust the spacing, stitch length, 
etc., and preview all to see it 

before you stitch it. To create the 
embossed background we want to 
change the diamond fill to a smaller 
size. Touch the percentage key and 
decrease the diamond fill section(s) 
to 50 percent. 


Touch Set and then touch Preview. 


At this point you can Return and 
make changes if you need to. Touch 
Set to finish and proceed to the 
Embroidery Edit screen. 


Step 2. Embroider 

To adjust for the plush fleece go 

to the Set mode of the machine 
and change the embroidery foot 
height so it does not ride too close 
to the fabric and push on it during 
stitching. I used a setting of 0.080." 
For the best stitch quality on a 
design with a majority of straight 
stitches it is wise to lower the speed 
as well. 
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Embroidery 
Foot Height 





Touch Edit and rotate the design 

to stitch lengthwise in the 5" x 7" 
hoop. Touch Embroidery. Lightly 
spray the cut-away stabilizer with 
adhesive, attach to wrong side of 
contrast fleece and secure in the 
hoop. Place a layer of fibrous water- 
soluble on top. Touch Edit to select 
a basting box and stitch the design. 
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SCHMETZ 
Chrome Professional Grade Jn the Hoop 
S nish the Blanket SS ’ Projects 
Wash out stabilizer and let dry. Trim the —_ NEW! SCHMETZ 4 =. = 
Z = S EMBROIDERY NEEDLES i 


Aiguilles & Broder 
‘Aguias para Bordar 


finished design just beyond the basting 
box. Center the piece on the right side 


of the blanket approximately 3" from Je. 
the top raw edge. Thread machine with eae 5) 
sewing thread to match the fleece and SCHMETZ : 
use a straight stitch to sew all around the one tomt: 5 < 
Hissiant sewitie : : ; ica | | oo 
esign, sewing jus outside the candlewick Power Quilters Ii < 

stitches. I used the MuVit™ foot along with Stitch Mavens g 
the ditch quilting guide for this step. 

) 

~ Sate 
=, NOW! 
SCHMETZ Chrome! “WN 
Why Chrome? 
+ Resists Heat 
+ Superior Strength 
+ Durability 


+ Improved Performance 


Available at Independent Retailers! 





1 





Select a narrow zigzag and stitch over the 
raw edge to finish the piece. 


Heirloom & Celtic designs 


Hem or bind all four edges of the blanket 
using your preferred method. You are 


finished! Enjoy! 


Wy 


, 
of 


upon: DIMES0 


% Off $5 or more 
pires 2/28/2017 


OY 
www.gracefulembroidery.com 





#embroiderytrends Va elallatom Colclalicis 


The Next Dimension 





UT13221 Evanescing Heart 





UT4115 B 


aroque Punk Swallow 





UT9713 Baroque 


UT11794 Dark Creatures Wolf 
Natura Feather 


Embroidery is a wonderful way to keep your favorite motifs 
close to you on clothing and décor — but there’s so much 
more to those stitches than just "printing" a design in thread. 
Artistically, embroidery can be a sculptural medium, with 
variations in stitch direction, texture, and density taking a 


Keeping colors simple crafts a sophisticated look and lets 
texture take center stage. Choose thread colors similar to 
your fabric for a tone-on-tone look, or go for a bold and 
contrasting combination, Either way, these baroque designs 
create a rich and regal style that's sure to impress. 


design into the next dimension of beauty. The designs shown 
here rely on these unique qualities of embroidery, to create 
stunning looks that shine and play in the light. 


A. This Baroque Punk Swallow 
stitches all in one color, but don’t be 
surprised if your eyes tell you there 
are more. Smooth satin stitch lines 
swirl together to show this beautiful 
bird in mid-flight, contrasting with 
a stitch-filled background. Stitch a 
facing pair on jacket shoulders for 
an elegant twist on a classic tattoo 
look. 


B. The Baroque Natura Feather 
introduces a little more color, but 
the overall effect stays focused on 
the dimensionality of the design. 
Three similar threads mingle to 
create this wispy peacock feather 
with a subtle ombre look. Stitch this 
design just once, or repeat a cascade 
of these enchanting feathers across 
your project. 


C. Sheer "painterly" stitching 

and lacy-looking running stitches 
lighten up the visual impact of the 
Ghost Baroque Rose. Angular satin 
stitch swirls describe the edges of 
the petals, fading from the coiled 
center to the light and ghostly edges, 
suggesting the contours of leaves to 
frame the bloom. This design also 
uses three closely matched shades of 
thread to create depth. 


D. The Dark Creatures Wolf takes 
an opposite approach, with darker 
stitching on a light background, 
fading from bold and opaque satin 
stitch lines to open, lacy doodles. 
The light fabric shows through the 
open areas in the design, becoming 
part of the image. The contrast 
between dark sculptural stitching 
and light open areas creates a 


dynamic and intriguing 
look, bringing your 
projects to life. 


Satin stitch dots in 
alternating colors bring a 
pearly look to this Aquarius 
Mermaid. Whimsical swirls 
suggest only part of her 
contours, leaving the rest to 
the imagination. Explore and 
discover a mix of textures 
within the oceanic waves of 
this magical design. 


E. Metallic thread brings yet 
another dimension to this unique 
embroidery style. Glittering golden 
stitches make this Evanescing 
Heart’s delicate detail and graceful 
swirls jump off their background 
and dazzle with sparkle and shine. 




















These dimensional embroidery designs 
showcase the artistry of both the 
illustrators and digitizers who create 
them, revealing something beautiful 

and new with each second glance. And 
they'll take your own crafty ideas into 
the next dimension, with a look that’s at 
once trendy and timeless! 


Karline Koehler is a lifelong seamstress 
and one of the creative minds behind 
Urban Threads, where fresh art meets 
cutting-edge embroidery innovation. 


See these designs and more at 
www. urbanthreads.com. 


Designs featured are from 
www.urbanthreads.com: 

UT4115 Baroque Punk Swallow 
UT9713 Baroque Natura — Feather 
UT8594 Ghost Baroque — Rose 
UT11794 Dark Creatures — Wolf 
UT11499 Aquarius — Mermaid 
UT13221 Evanescing Heart 
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166) | | | By Scott Goodman 
° a Goodman, owner of Sewing Machine Warehouse & 


Kneedle.com has been servicing the sewing public since 1976. 


We Are Makers 


| spent a recent weekend in 

St. Louis for a family wedding. 
While walking off bloat from 

a delicious brunch, | dropped 
into the local Lululemon store, 
imagining that even if | don't 
have time for Yoga, | could look 
aspirational. Besides, their clothes 
stretch in all the right places. 
The clerk asked if | was here 
for the Murmuration. What the 
what? 


St Louis, MO is host to 

the nascent Murmuration 
Festival. Like SXSW (South by 
Southwest) in Austin, TX, the 
Murmuration is a convergence 
of art, music and technology. 
Murmuration is based in the 
Cortex Technology District.A 
technology incubator focused on 
biosciences and solving next- 
generation problems. Cortex 
Technology District is supported 
by institutions like Washington 
University, University of Missouri, 
corporations like DuPont, 


Boeing and more. In the heart of 


Cortex is a magical place called 
TechShop. 


TechShop is a Makerspace, with 
tools, training and other like- 
minded individuals prototyping 
the future. We call them Makers. 
Makers are both a thing and a 
community. Remember your Uncle 
Bob, the guy that tinkered in his 
garage or shed, fixing, improving 
or creating solutions? Makers 

are everywhere, using common 
tools and uncommon creativity, 
collaborating with others to perfect 
their ideas. 


Many current consumer products, 
like the Square credit card iPhone 
reader, have been prototyped at 
TechShop. Members gladly trade 
confidentiality for input and 
feedback from other makers with 
diverse expertise. 


Here is a brief listing of the 
equipment and tools | saw 
during my brief tour. 


A computer lab with software for 
2D and 3D projects. 

These programs create files 

that control 3D printers, laser 
engravers, vinyl cutters, CNC 
machines, power cutters, automatic 
routers and yes, embroidery 
machines. 


Into synthetics? You can make 

use of a plastic vacuum former, 
injection molder, and 3D printers. 
For metalwork, I saw welders (TIG, 
MIG, spot), benders, punches, 
mills, lathes and a CNC machine. 
Woodworkers have access to 
bandsaws, table saws, routers, drills 
and automatic cutting and shaping 
tools. 


I was most impressed with the 
massive $500,000 water-jet system 
that can precisely cut into or 
through six inches of solid metal 
or stone. Members have created 
precise, custom kitchen granite 
counters with this tool. 
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Here is where this gets relevant. 
One room is devoted to textile arts 


and is populated with a leather/ 
upholstery walking-foot machine, a 
serger and sewing machine by Juki. 
A four-color silkscreening station 
occupies center-stage and thanks 
to a generous contribution and 
support from Baby Lock, members 
can create embroidery files with 
Baby Lock Palette, embroider their 
project on a Baby Lock Enterprise 
multi-needle embroidery machine 
and quilt with a Baby Lock Coronet 
long-arm quilting machine. 


Makers are much like 
embroiderers; craving social 
interaction and input. Valuing 
input from other makers over 





confidentiality agreements, 
knowing that diverse input will 
result in a better project. 

Maker Faires exist in communities 
throughout the world. Schools 
support S.T.E.A.M. programs that 
integrate arts with science in a 
way that inspires our makers of 
tomorrow. 


Designers around the world 

are combining textiles and 
technologies. Imagine a shirt that 
is sensitive to your pulse, mood, or 
temperature. Great for dating... 
not so good for poker. Fabric mills 
are already combining nano-tech 
silver in their performance knits 
that reduce bacteria (odor). How 
about a bio-tech mashup that 






TechShop is a Makerspace, 
with tools, training 
and other like-minded 
individuals prototyping 

the future. 
We call them Makers. 





combines sensors, measuring 
your blood sugar, oxygen, body 
temperature, and blood pressure, 
that would help monitor chronic 
diseases. 


Last summer, I attended a fashion 
show at the 2016 Brother dealer 
convention that previewed the 
future of technology wearables. 
These high-concept fashions 
offered a glimpse of our future, 
and included concepts like; video 
mapping dynamic images onto 
garments, dynamic LED displays 
that twinkled, sparkled, under-lit 


or created a fascinating visual focal 


point. 
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Get inspired! Collaborate with a Want a taste of the future? 


loved one, and experiment with a Check out TechShop.com, 
Raspberry Pi microcomputer, some — MakerFaire.com, 


sensors, and a color visual display, MurmurationFest.com 
combined or contained with and of course, SXSW.com 
embroidery. We are Makers! 


Designs’ Details 


7. Ls 

8 Seams Sew Special Few “Cimeless 
> Seams Sew Special Design Collections 

A > Criswell Embroidery & Design Collections 


15% of . > 
2 1% Om pe > Embroidery Projects and More 


Collection > Premier+™ Embroidery Software, 
A 6D™ Embroidery Softwar and TruE3™ Embroidery 
Software Lessons 


a) 
www.sewspecial.com ea Monograms and Frames 


j inspired by Vintage linens 


1-604-885-3822 * kerrin@sewspecial.com ‘ www.SewTimeless.com (877) 870-6961 
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Appliqué for Kids 35 www.appliquéforkids.com 

Brother 3 www.ProXbyBrother.com 

Buzz Tools 35 www.buzztools.com 

Designs by Sick 35 www.designsbysick.com 

Designs in Machine Embroidery 33 www.dzgns.com 

Discount Embroidery Blanks | www.DiscountEmbroideryBlanks.com 

Embrilliance 7 www.embrilliance.com 

Embroidery Arts 35 www.embroideryarts.com 

Embroidery Library 82 www.emblibrary.com 

Embroidery Online 9 www.embroideryonline.com 

Embroidery Designs.com 27 www.embroiderydesigns.com/dime0 117 

Graceful Embroidery 7\| www.gracefulembroidery.com 

Hatch by Wilcom 5 www.wilcom.com/hatch 

Husqvarna VIKING® I www. TruEmbroidery.com 

Janome 25 www.janome.com/dealers 

Kreations by Kara 69 www.KreationsbyKara.com 

Nancy’s Notions 47 www.nancysnotions.com 

RiCOMA International Corp 15 www.stitchable.com 

Schmetz Needles 7\ www.schmetzneedles.com 

Seams Sew Special 76 www.sewspecial.com 

Sew Timeless 76 www.sewtimeless.com 
www.sewingmachineoutlet.com 

Sewing Machine Outlet 81 www.precisionsewingmachines.com 
www.melcobravoembroidery.com 

Stitch Soup 7I| www.stitchsoup.com 

Stitchtopia 7 www.stitchtopia.com 

Sulky 43 www.sulky.com 

Urban Threads IFC www.urbanthreads.com 

ZippyDesignZ 43 www.ZippyDesignZ.com 


*IFC = Inside Front Cover 
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Learning can be an intimidating process 


with a lot of trial and error—and frustration. 
But it doesn’t have to be! 









oS 
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Top 5 Reasons to Register for an Inspirations Social! 


|. Affordable! Class fee is only $29! 

2. Valuable! You will receive 4 hours of embroidery education! 

3. Hands-on! You'll have the opportunity to sharpen your techniques with our tools! 
4. Gift Bag! All attendees receive gifts for attending! 

5. Free Designs! Register for an event and receive a free design collection! 


fpcomutey ngpiraltion 20 Events 


Visit www. inspiredbydime.com for the most up-to-date event listings. 


JANUARY 


January 13 - 14 
Beyond the Hoop 
A-| Vacuum & Janitorial 
Kalispell, MT. 


January 20-21 
Beyond the Hoop 
Sew Much More 
North Little Rock, AR 


January 20 

Embroidery Techniques from A to Z 
Susan's Sew 'n Vac 

Pensacola, FL 


January 20-21 

Beyond the Hoop 
Thimbles 
Lockport, IL 





January 21 

Embroidery Techniques from A to Z 
Susan's Heirlooms and Quilter’s Fabric 
Theodore, AL 


January 26 

Embroidery Techniques from A to Z 
Pins & Needles 

Middleburg Heights, OH 


January 27 - 28 
Beyond the Hoop 
Northwest Sewing Center 
Austin, DX 


January 27 

Embroidery Techniques from A to Z 
Pins & Needles 

North Olmsted, OH 


January 28 

Embroidery Techniques from A to Z 
Pins & Needles 

Mayfield Heights, OH 


January 27 - 28 

Quilting Embroidery and Sewing Mixer 
Sew On-Sew Forth 

Depew, NY 


FEBRUARY 


February 2 - 3 

Embroidery Techniques from A to Z 
Al Singer Sewing Center 

Wichita, KS 


February 3 and 4 
Embroidery Camp 

Amy Baughman Sew & Quilt 
Wexford, PA 


February 10-11 

Embroidery Techniques from A to Z 
Sewing Source 

Lake Villa, IL 


February 17 - 18 
Beyond the Hoop 
Tops Sewing & Vacuum 
Sarasota, FL 


February 23 

Software & Hooping Clinic 
Plano Sewing Center 

Plano, TX 


February 24 

Software & Hooping Clinic 
Arlington Sewing Machine 
Arlington, TX 


February 24 -25 

Embroidery Techniques from A to Z 
Paula's Fine Fabrics 

Jacksonville, FL 


February 24 - 25 
Beyond the Hoop 
Sew Little Time 

Las Vegas, NV 


February 25 

Software & Hooping Clinic 
Denton Sewing Center 
Denton, TX 


MARCH 


March 3 - 4 

Embroidery Techniques from A to Z 
Maggie's Sewing & Vacuum 

Fort Collins, CO 


March 3 -4 

Software & Hooping Clinic 
Marie's Sewing Center 
Lockport, NY 


March 10-11 

Software & Hooping Clinic 
Marie's Sewing Center 

Eden, NY 


March 10-11 
Beyond the Hoop 
Opelika Sewing Center 
Opelika, AL 


March 10-11 
Beyond the Hoop 
Sew Suite Studio 
Lexington, SC 


March 17 - 18 
Beyond the Hoop 
Beyond the Thimble 

Port. Jefferson Station, NY 


March 17 - 18 
Beyond the Hoop 
Bill's Sewing Machines 
Hutchinson, KS 


March 24 
Beyond the Hoop 
Daine's Cotton Shops 
Sandy, UT 


March 25 
Beyond the Hoop 
Daine's Cotton Shops 
Provo, UT 


March 24 — 25 

Embroidery Techniques from A to Z 
Sew in Heaven 

Fayetteville, AR 


March 24 - 25 
Beyond the Hoop 
The Cutting Edge 
Antigo, WI 


March 24 = 25 
Beyond the Hoop 
Tops Sewing & Vacuum 
Palm Harbor, FL 


March 30 

Beyond the Hoop 
35th Avenue Sew & Vac 
Yuma, AZ 





March 31 

Beyond the Hoop 
35th Avenue Sew & Vac 
Chandler, AZ 


A Closer Look 
se By:Dénise Holguin 2 
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Precision Sewing Machines 


Datom cacovelorerecm Cole mse vo lemme Wolo sde-belelm Colem Kenyon 


www.sewingmachineoutlet.com www.precisionsewingmachines.com 
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HOME SEWING 
EMBROIDERY MACHINES 
and SEWING FURNITURE 





The Machines You Want. The Sianiis You Love. 
BROTHER RELIABLE 
JUK | AND) O10) | avai 


Sie: 
ELNA VIKING SOUR 


' ; Precision Sewing Machines 
Get Personalized Service Since 1949 
CALL US 800-487-7397 3997 Hwy. 190 East Service Road 





Covington, LA 70433 








